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Borrowing monikers from one of its 3-
wheeled models of days gone past (the
Aero 3), Morgan Motor Cars has introduced
its first new model in half a century, the
Morgan Aero 8. Surprisingly new and
drawing nervous glances from classic
Morgan die-hards, the futuristic Aero 8
premiered at the 2000 Geneva Auto Show
on March 7th.

With a price tag of $85,000, estimated US
price of $120,000 and an annual production
run of a mere 200 cars, the new Morgan

FROM THE LOFT

is not for everyone. However, Charles
Morgan insists that the car is intended for
mass-production. He has also reaffirmed that
current models will continue to roll off the
assembly line for some time.

As Car & Driver reported last June (which we
reproduced in the June issue of the
Mogazine), the Aero 8 adopts a new
powerplant, a BMW 4.4 litre V8, producing
286bhp, as well as very un-Morgan amenities
including power windows, power steering,
anti-lock brakes, air conditioning, and GPS.

Bob Chamberlain has been advised by Jackie James, Secretary of the London Center that at the
Annual General Meeting of MSCC in Malvern, MOGMOG's erudite scribe David Judkins had
been honored with the Red Pen Award. Congratulations from MOGMOG, David!

MOGMOG members will be busy from the end of March to the middle of May. Don't forget to:
= Attend lunch at Lake Jackson on Sunday Mar 26t and visit Kim Freeman’s Museums of

Dentistry.

= Send your registration for MOGMOG'’s Bluebonnet 2000 event in Smithville, TX — (send it
today) This is the weekend of Friday April 28 through Sunday April 30.

= Be sure to attend the annual Wooden Keels and Classic Wheels event May 6-7 weekend at the
Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook. Steve Bauserman and Monte Stutes are lining up 6
Morgans to best represent the evolution of Morgans over the decades.

I will be attending the Le Touquet Morgan Week-end May 23&14 in the Northern part of
France put on by MOGMOG member Alain HERMAN, Delegate for the Paris Isle de France
region of the Morgan Club de France. Alain was responsible for the MOG99 Bordeaux event
(which we videotaped) attended by Morgan and myself last October.
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The Ship

As reported in January’s issue, Transocean Sedco Forex
is finishing up its second twin-derrick drillship, the
Discoverer Spirit, just outside of Corpus Christi. We
went to see it, climb all over it, and see all the inner
workings of this impressive drillship that dwarfs the
former Transco Tower.

We traveled by chartered bus from Houston down to
Corpus and, as much as we like our Morgans, the
smoothness couldn’t be beat. With Steve McQueen’s
Bullitt playing on the bus’ TVs, we rolled into Corpus in
the early evening, most of us retired to our rooms for a
couple hours nap, and then attended a debriefing by trip
organizer Dennis Heagney. An educational video and
presentation helped us better understand the scale of
what we were going to see on Sunday.

After our training, we were shuttled to a seafood dinner
and then headed back to the hotel. Some shipgoers
drove down in their Morgans or came by air and we were
happy that they were able to join us. Sunday morning
after breakfast, we hopped on the bus and headed out to
the ship. Hopefully the pictures presented give some
idea of how enormous this ship is. We were given a
warm welcome by the crew and their enthusiasm at
being on the most advanced drillship in the world really
contributed to the enjoyment of the weekend. After a
brief safety refresher, we broke up into teams and
proceeded.

On the ship, technology is pushed to the limit. Imagine
positioning this ship within inches, and staying centered
over a drillling operation 10,000 feet below using

= Ship-deployed transponders on the ocean floor
= Global Positioning satellites overhead
= U.S. Coast Guard GPS coastal stations

Most of the ship’s systems have triple redundancy. Imagine
if we had that on our Morgans—if something breaks, we've
still got 2 spares. Also cutting edge on this ship is the twin
derrick, a far reaching innovation to permit operations with
minimal gaps in the sequence of events. 200 will man this
vessel as compared to some 600 on other drilling vessels.

The Discoverer Spirit is docked a short distance from a
Navy yard and had to move away from shore for a few
hours. Can you imagine the faces on the sailors and their
officers at seeing this 835 foot vessel turning 180° on itself
in about 60 seconds?

It was impressive to see the enthusiasm of the crew and
their obvious qualifications—they all know what to do under
any circumstances. Sincere thanks to Dennis Heagney,
TransOcean Sedco Forex and the personnel who gave
us such awarm welcome!
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Morgan Aero 8

Perhaps the most momentous unveiling was that of the first new Morgan
in about a half-century, the Aero 8. Billed as the world's first all-
aluminum coach-built car, this open 160-mph two-seater is based on the
factory's GT2 racecar, and powered by a 282-horsepower BMW 4.4-liter
V-8. Weighing in at just over 2200 pounds, the Aero 8 boasts one of the
best power-to-weight ratios of any sports car.

Morgan Aero8 chassis

Manufactured by Alcan of Germany, the Morgan Aero 8 chassisisall
aluminum, to which an all-independent suspension and a Morgan-
traditional ash-framed aluminum body are mounted. Production beginsin
July 2000, with 200 carsto be produced in the first year.

Reported by Frank Markus of Car & Driver online.
Images below are from Top Gear’s website.

Information about the Aero8 has been surprisingly robust, and
while the only print magazine we know of that has photos of
Morgan’s new auto is the new Motorweek, we were able to find
coverage of the Aero8 at most major car websites. In addition,
there were many e-mails, essentially confirming what we reported
last June, including the concept drawing.

Opinions and reactions were widely spread (as they usually are
with all things Morgan) with some balking at the price, several
commenting on the cross-eyed headlamps which are apparently
sourced from Volkswagen’s Beetle and the lack of hood louvers.

William Lamb provides some insight into just what U.S. import
Federalization might entail and cost. This is in the Nuggets article
in this issue of Mogazine.

The introduction of the Aero8 also marked the first major upgrade
of the Morgan factory website at http://www.morgan-motor.co.uk/
in some time. In fact, the site was down for several months. The
new look is great, and there is even an interactive color selector
for your car, some animation, as well as specifications for the 4/4,
+4, and +8 cars. Gary Arcus of Australia was happy to see the
Malvern Link appear in downloadable PDF form.

Hopefully the Morgan factory website will become more robust, as
it is missing the information from the old site but is instead a from-
scratch job.

As part of the Aero8 launch, MOGMOG’s own website will

see drastic changes. We are anxious for your feedback and
any contributions or comments on our new site. It should be
online by the time you read this at http://www.mogmog.org/



AT Specifications Sheet
- http://www.gomog.com/

_—

Steering:
Morgan power rack with variable assistance centre

point steering

Suspension:

Front Independent- unique long cantilever upper
arm with lower wishbone and inboard Eibach
coil springs over koni shock absorbers

Rear Independent long traverse wishbones with
cantilever mounted, fully floating inboard
Eibach coil springs over koni shocks

Anti rollbars
None

Linkages

Rose jointed

Brakes:
AP Vented Disks 4 pot at front and 2 at rear
Drag co-efficient(on a Morgan?!?) 0.39

Wheels:

5 spoke OZ with Dunlop 225/40zr18 foam filled run-
flat tyres with pressure sensors with internal audible
low pressure warning.

Dimensions

Aero 8 +8
length: 161" 156
width: 69” 64%/s"
height: 43" 50%/4”
PRICES

£49950 for the car

£1500 for the leather

£1250 for the air conditioning
£380 for the cruise control
£1250 for the GPS sat nav

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The car has an ash body, which mounts onto a glued and riveted alloy chassis. There is much exposed ash in
the car and much of the burl walnut fascia has been replaced by hammered alloy instead. The glove box has
been replaced by a fitted case.

The windshield, rear glass and side glass are heated and the side windows are electrically controlled. The
windshield has a rubber sealing on its upper edge. The hood latching mechanism is no longer visible.

The Company advertising text reads "well under five seconds" and the figure of 0.39 drag coefficient is with
the hood raised OR lowered and 335 ft./ Ibs. @ 3,700 of torque. Anti-Roll bars are unnecessary as the
suspension geometry increases grip while cornering and gives a 1.0 G skid pad result. The theoretical top
speed is 160 MPH.



MORGANS OVER AMERICA Il - The dilemna

The West goes East — the East goes West
And ne‘er shall the twain meet !

Morgans Over America | in 1990 and Morgans Over America Il in 1995 were apparently well
coordinated between the Northern Californian Group of the Morgan Sports Car Club Limited and the
UK Morgan Club. Steve Roake and Keith Cox had planned the earlier MOA | & Il in conjunction with
Jeremy Harrison in England. Anita, and later Richard Jordan, handled the finances for those very
successful events.

From the first notice of Morgans Over America lll, all Morgan clubs in the US have been very
enthusiastic about the project and have indicated their commitment to participate in the full tour or at
least to visit at some location(s) with the contingent making up the tour. Bill Boyles and two other
Morgan members of Morgan Motor Car Club of Dallas TX have committed to be part of the full tour
and Steve Bauserman of MOGMOG, TX has also committed to be part of a major portion of the tour.
Early announcements (as early as March 30" 1999) indicated full cooperation and close coordination
between Steve Roake, Elaine Fisher and Kathy Tollworthy of the MSCC of Northern California and
Richard and Anita Jordan.

For whatever reasons, at this moment there are TWO Morgans Over American lll tours:

= One, organized by the MSCC of Northern California and called
MORGANS OVER AMERICA l1lI, Keith Cox Memorial

= One, organized by the Richard and Anita Jordan of the UK and called
MORGANS OVER AMERICA llI, Eastern Experience

We have just heard from the MSCC of Northern California. Their reason for the two events is that
“effective communications between the Jordans and the MSCC of Northern California organizers
never developed and that their planning had to proceed without the Jordan group participation. It
indicates that this UK trip begins and ends in Florida and follows some of the same route a few days
later.”

It then goes on to say that the two trips provide Morgan owners along the routes the opportunity to
visit with both groups as they pass through their areas.

| have combined the two projected itineraries just received. This follows.
= The Keith Cox Memorial MOAIII starts on Thursday Sept 7 and runs through Sunday Oct 8
= The Eastern Experience MOAIII starts on Monday Sept 4 and runs through Thursday Oct 19

Although the two trips go through many of the same locations nowhere do they do this at the same
time and in most cases it's 2 to 5 days apart.

Many of us Morgan owners were planning to go to New Orleans to meet with ALL MOAIII
participants. | had also planned to go to Montreal and possibly Quebec to meet them there.

With this gap between the two MOAIII, | don’t see how we can make this happen unless we
completely ignore one of the two groups — The Morgan family is small enough that we don’t think this
would be proper. It is not logical or probable that US Morgan club members will be able to spend time
with both groups.

We all initially thought this would be a marvelous opportunity to visit.



It also suggests that we deal through both groups to:
= Stay in the same two hotels each group will be staying in

= Make contribution(s) as part time tour visitors

»= Obtain Regalia associated with each Tour.

For whatever reason, there obviously has developed a Chasm between the California and the UK
groups—so be it. These tours, developed independently, are making members of the MOGMOG and
MMCC Texas clubs reconsider their full time or even short term participation, as well as any attempt
to visit with the Morgan participants. —We don’t think the Texas clubs are unique in this thinking at

this time.

It would be nice if at least some of the locations were visited by both groups at the same time so all
Morgan supporters could share their love for the Marque. It would be nice for both groups to be in

New Orleans at the same time.

These concerns have already been expressed in writing by Bill Boyles of MMCC and Steve

Bauserman of MOGMOG

Henry Marks, President MOGMOG

MOGMOG Bluebonnets 2000,

Smithville Texas
April 28, 29 & 30 Tentative Schedule:

Friday, April 28
5:00-7:30 Noggin & Natter at the Pine Point Inn

8:00 Dinner (recommendations will be given)

Saturday, April 29
7:30-9:00 Breakfast on your own

9:30-12:00 Driving Tour:
- Museum of Automotive History (Rosanky)
- Bastrop (Very Historic)
- Scenic “Lost Pines” drive through Bastrop
and Buescher State Parks

12:00-2:00 Picnic lunch at Buescher Park

2:30 Return to Smithville—power nap, antique

shopping, car repairs or Jamboree
Noggin & Natter at Katy House B & B
Dinner at Back Door Restaurant

5:00-7:00
7:30

Saturday picnic lunch and Dinner at Back Door
Restaurant are included in the registration.

Sunday, April 30
7:30-9:00 Breakfast on your own

9:30 Photo Op (Smithville Newspaper)

12:00 Lunch at to-be-named location

1§ sauop

Map to Pine Point Inn in Smithville, MOGMOG
headquarters for the Bluebonnets 2000.



Aero8 bound for the US?

William G. Lamb, Il lambroving@worldnet.att.net
offers his insight into federalization of the new
Morgan Aero 8.

Right now, on the current NAS Plus 8,
considerable work must take place over here on
the cars to fit side intrusion beams, brace the sides
of the tub where the door latch and hinges are
attached, and fit BMW-sourced bumper shocks to
structures on the chassis already mounted at the
Works.

Thereis also short cycle E.P.A. testing to be done
in Ann Arbor to verify the emissions paperwork
supplied by the manufacturer on cars sold here
with the same engine. Much will depend upon the
cooperation of BMW.

The crash testing will have been done for EC
approval. Thereis an enormous amount of Federal
paperwork. Both U.S. Agents have manufacturer
status with the D.O.T. or little of thiswould even
be possible.

The P-8000 has been Charles Morgan's "baby"
from the start and | can recall him saying two
years ago that this car was not a replacement of the
current range, but was aimed at a new market
while elements of the car could be incorporated in
the existing range as regulations in the future
might require. CM has always intended that the
Aero 8 be sold herein quantity. MM C would
never have made the huge investment in air bag
technology for the current NAS Plus 8 were it not
the intention of MMC to sell them in quantity here
and elsewhere.

| am not familiar with all the vagaries of EC 2003
Regulations, but as you say, a good many may
apply here or even exceed Federal Regulations.
Based upon all the unseen trials and tribulations, |
would anticipate seeing the first NAS Aero 8 hit
the streets around January, 2002 (at about the same
time as the KV-6 equipped Land Rover Freelander
and BMW's Mini Cooper & Cooper "S', which
also require an additional year to introduce as
NAS variants).

As| said before, the only question in my mind
from the photos concerns the manner in which the
Federal 2 1/2 MPH bumper standard has been
addressed. It appears that the metal wings are too
close to both the front and rear to meet the dollar
amount of damage specified in this

Mogazine Nuggets

standard since the mid-point of this structure must
be ~ 18" high and the supporting structure beneath
must also extend ~ 1 1/2" above and below that
mid-point under some sort of "plastic” covering...
and where/ how does one fit a 2" wider number
plate if the mesh in the front spoiler is protecting
oil coolers or radiators which need the air flow?

Morgan Aero 3

Wondering where the Morgan Aero 8 got its
name? We think it's from their Aero 3 three-
wheeler, produced during the twenties. Here
is a 1929 Super Sports Aero from 1929,
owned by Christian K of Switzerland.

The original Morgan factory built by H.F.S.
Morgan in 1905 is due for demolition if a
Malvern garage gains approval to redevelop
the site. If you wish to avoid the destruction of
this significant piece of Morgan history, please
write to the local planning officer:

Mr. Duncan Rudge

Planning Services

Malvern Hills District Council

Brunel Building Portland Rd.

Malvern, Worcs. WR14 2TB ENGLAND
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